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of the Alien and . . I 4 
Ik awful criſis 1 ant 6 be felt 5 us OY * 
| Tn as lo the cauſes which have pro _ | 
. -1 Unced it, or the meaſures which may. avert its cal 3 
4 "That our fellow-titizens may be fully informed of thi s We. 8 
talen by their. public funfionaries," in all the med its. | 
a - touching this 3 it is deemed | fair. and proper; 10 
it as ollowing veſoluions offgred in the” 7 
"Delegates, by" "the Aber Jeg nee George,” ar 
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I J 2 * they form a conſpicuous feature, we ſhould in 
bs ence 
Dou N penſe: but Confideting the happinefs anited 


_ muſt. inevitablyſuffer, we cannot ſhrink from the diſch arge of the 
waomentous duty to which we are uneapedctedly called, and on 


vecur fo paſt tranistlions. 
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75 5 * 8 0 we tia; TefohtGoke of the 
— Aſſembly, paſſed on the 24thday of December; Wwe cannot 


reaſons which influ- 
enced their 8 We lament their exiſtence; and we de- 
; Precate the deviation from our legiſlative ufage, which their adop- 
1 "wy To ory If this was the only evil reſulting from the 


ka plication of the con r cortective, which © 
America Enjoys, ind foreſeeing the evils which wayne. 3 America 


which we reluctantly enter, 
10 place the — eriſis phisly before youſ it is neceſſary tao 


Fior the purpoſe Uf rpetuating. the bleſſings. of our national 
independence, 4 . people 70 united {arg pal 5 1 to eK - 
change their political aſſociation for that now exiſting... The 
will of the majority produced, ratified, and condufts Fo Thies 


ers to the body politie- 

ien of — profiibits the hope of perfeation in fig 
\ works and the beſt for freemen to adopt, in the opinion o 
our anceſtors, was th | 2 inculcates obedience to la 


enatted by a majorit "funRionaries 17 we - people. 
rences of * 


opinion on national ſubj added to pri I rl 2 two 
others, which promiſ — ity to the heir hands: 
they declared the — * amendable, and ll pointed out the 
_ - ways: they Timited power to fixed periods j recurring to th choice 
of the people for the delegation of authority. Under a con itution 
thus formed, the proſperity of America was a and unexampled. 
War broke out in another Juarter of the vernment 
© and the people of they United States dende 110 e the diſtreſſes 
en to à vaſt portion of the human race ; fiſtreffes not within 
ir contteul, and in the termination of Which they did not poſſeſs 
* a remote influence. n the exiſting caruage, the chn- 
AT. of 1 4 ineſs, became, 2 was pre r, the 
ary obj the' Red of overnment. he refident of 
tk a Citizen the moſt tried, and the moſt beloved, 
8 all the — to l eee to the 3 
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7 A wall. A foreign," miniſter's contumelious appeal from the atts of 
government to the people, whoſe honor and comfort, alike com- * 
manded their + ſupport of that government, was maintained with | 
affection to the ſoreigu agent, and with acrimony againſt the conſti- 
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5 gerent powers expoſed us, promulgated by proclamation the en- 4 

ed * iſting Rate of things, and wärged. his fellow citizens of the per- 9 
Ts nicious conſequences which would follow the dereliQion. of their =” 
al* neutral condition. An adherence. to this fituation was enjoined - | 

; by law and f by the general. plaudit of our chuntry. Yet, * 
2 unfortunately for Americe, and for rephblican government, a few © 7 
"5 openly, and more ſeeretly, lifted their voice againſt their country's 4 


ow 
* 


tated authorities of the nation. The ſubject — familiar to the 
i whole people; and their voice ſpontaneouſly uttered, ſunk into tem 
It porary and contemptuous oblivion, the abettors of this wicked effort. 3 
3s — ed for. « While only, the unextinguiſhed fire rekindled as 
1 occaſion afforded fuel. Ft SEO I OT e 438 
4 The treaty which terminated our revolutionary war, although fol. 
J 


lowed by the immediate poſſeſſion of the main good, yet held ſom e 
ſecondary objects unſettled, The conſequence of war is a. ſtate of | 
mental ire, which yields only to acts of mutual benefcence, and to 

time. The ſtate of mental warfare had not ceaſed, when the un- 

juſtifiable conduct of our late foe, eſpecially on the ocean, rekindled 

our ardor for hoſtility and revenge, The Executive of the United * - 

States, uninfluenced by the paſſions of hatred or affection, conti- en 

nuing to view peace, ſo long as it was to be prelerved without dil- 8 

honor, as his higheſt duty, in a moment menacing war, made his laſt ws 

effort to avert its; miſeries from our land, Me ſent a miniſter to 

Great-Britain, for the purpoſe of ſettling the exiſting diſcord. " i 

Peace was preſerved, with honor. Thie Event, inſtead of confirming Wo 

our internal tranquillity, was turned with much dexterity to. thb 

renewal of paſt animoſities 3 the views of Genet were re- aged in a 
different dreſs, and the Executive of the Union was brauded with * 
every epithet of opprobrium, becauſe mn preventing war, Every good  *® 

| yes for by one of the parties to the contract of peace had not en 8 
$ tained, Here the indignation of the American mind was addreſſed 955 's 
— with. conſiderable. effect, At length the people, rouſed by ſelf. « 
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attention ſpoke —all was. tianquilz and error, Whether relulting 

4 from miſtaken confidence; er vicious intention, ſunk again inte 4 

. oblavion, , France, our ally, to whom our government had, from * 
the beginning of g + war, preſented repeated proofs of .ligcere "a 
friendſhip, taught by the  bickerings among oupſelves, on the p 
ſubject of the Britiſh treaty, re-echoed American reproaches with & 
French views and French objects, | Similitude of ſentiment, too often 
begets union in Keſign-—our commerce became à prey to French © 
cruiſers; our citizens were captured, and all the injuries heretofore © - 
received from the Britiſh nation, were repeated” on our defegcelels * 4 
country, with this ſtriking difference. A former Ay Claiming un- # 
executed ſtip les infliged the firſt 3. while the latter proceeden 

Of a for of 


from the hand « mer friend, bound to us by the ties of a ſolemn WR 0 
 trealy, and Teceiving, from us every good in our power to ___ 
* wathout violating our neutrality, thereby committ ing luicide on - he. 2 
dur national and individual happ: FT as hr 601 C7 
_ , Influenced by the ſame pacihc principle, the Prefident,.. (the lame . 


tried and beloved Waſhington) attempted, as before, by a timel7ß © 
interference to avert the impending War, He ſent a miniſter ga * 
: | * 4% 6 „ a 
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* Jigs of mutual Peace. This mani was not even een * 
as ordered to depart with marks of contumely and threats o * 4g ; 
: 0 The 


* nis view, and to th d, : 
==, Hythe laft Congreſs,” the moſt effectual of which were, the equip- 


of dangerous aliens, and for the e e. of ſeditious citizens. 
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onarchy on the ruins of our free government, and the two laſt are 
eee, to be uſurpationg of power, in violation of the conſtitution; 
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'# | _ likely to ſecure our defence? The equipment of a fleet guards the 77 
bt remains of our commerce from their privateers, enables us to incom- 


; 0 _ ,_ _,- to facilitate our exertions for ſelf-defence, by facilitating the con- * 


* 


„ every benefit: to trade in an increaſed ratio, enliyens and invigorat * 
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cComendetsß Should net the Americaiſ citizen be prepared to meet 
| +, theeventil combat, by 'thoſe Ee Mon arr 
LW. _ equal footing on the day of batt? Or, is he ſo little eſteemed as 
| ah tao beidefignedly ſubmitted to an ungqual conffict? What more than 
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army? Thus our anceſtors aſted in the reyoJutionary: war; and ſyfe 


Pleions perverting their intestion, like thoſe now diſſeminated, 


would have been treated with contempt, or puniſhed ag the ſchemes 
of men devoted to the enemy. Where is the change in our fituation 
which authorizes condemnation of a'meaſure now, then admitted to 
be wiſe and indiſpenſable ? Does it argue a love of country, to pa- 


ralize means adopted Tor its defence? Does it demonſtrate affection 


to our fellow citizens, to reprobate eudeavours which beſtow'upon 
them equality of Kill with theit antagoniſts 7 Does it evince a 
wiſh to diſregard and diſtruſt our militia, when an army is formed of 


citizen ſoldiers, for that very militias to rally around, and hand in 


hand to march to attack the'foe'? Can that army be called 'merge- 
nary, which is compoſed of our brothers'and our ſons, levied b 


law, paid by law, and '&mbodjed to defend their and our common 


rights? Weuld your Waſhington lead a mercenary army ? Is he 
net gain your General ?© Why, then, theſe unfounded ſuſpicions, 
and this opprobrious, unwarranted epithet, but to'inflame"your' pal- 
fiotis, and to miſlead your jadgments'? Pauſe, reflect, and lav, whe- 
ther counſel thus admiuiſtered, can have your good for its object 5 
And whether, under the pretence of promoting your happineſs, it 
does not lead to an iſſue anon to America, and calamitous to Vir⸗ 
inn d , W 1 1 | | 7 4 41285 * | Ae 
1 Alike erroneous; and alike deſt ructive of the common 
diſtorted conftruttion of the Alien and Sedition Laws, | 
Nievertheleſs, theſe acts are confidently pronounced unconſtitu- 


tional, ſo much fo; that to many of our fellow citizens the queſtion 


7 


may appear to have been completely decided. 


In the opinion of ſome, to dehberate on this ſubject is criminal, 


and to pauſe before we declare that the conſtituted authorities have 


knowingly and intentionally violated that ſidered. charter by Wwhick 


they hold their political exiſtence, is to be inimical to that: repub- 
lican liberty, Which conſtitutes the pride and happinelſs of our 
country, and Which can only be preſerved by proſerving that go- 
vernment Which is now ſo boldly arraigned, Had the "meaſures 
which profeſs their origin from theſe Iavrs, been conſined to ordinary 
pPeaceable and conſtitutional efforts to effect their repeal; had à decent 
reſpett for the real majority of the American people been maintained, 
no oppoſition would have been made by theſe who now addreſs you.” 
—But when a paxtiel irritation, in ſome degree produced by mifcon- 


ception, is ſought to be excited into general hoftitity againſt the go-. 


verninent of our wo rhe is ſeized as affording'e” air 06cafton for 
proceedings WHIth may ſap the foundation of our union, we mult in 


obedience to thut duty Which gave birth to this reply, ſubmit to our 


fellow citizens, ſome reflect; ons on theſe laws. 


The act We aliens, makes it lawful for the Preſident of the 


United States, to order all ſuch aliens as he ſhall judge dangerous ta 
i have reaſonable - 
grounds to ſuſpect are concerned in any treaſonable or ſecret machi- 


the peace and ſafety of the United States, or ſka 


nations againſt the government thereof, to depart out of the territory 


* * 
/eal, is the 
N d #40 4 
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of the United States within ſuch time as ſhalt be expreſſed/in fichs 7 
21 r __ "Pp 1 8 4 «24 Jab 6 b | 5 


odere en 7977 BE. | * | N 
This law has been declared to be unconſtitutional, becauſe rst. 
it trauſcends the powers of Congreſs; ad, it violstes that article} 


which reſtroits the prohibition of migration till 2888; gd, It unites, . 
legiſlative, executive and judicial powers in the chief magiſtrate; 
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Ah, It deprives aliens of the conſtitutional right of the trial by jury 
by 1 7 — Wal not allow à minute . this fubjea, 9 
ſeveral object ions will be but briefly D 
aft, It is alledged to be an exerciſe of a pawer not delegated, The 
_ conſtitution of the United States, is in its organization diſſimilar to 
any ſcheme of government which has been heretofore deviſed, . 
It preſents to us for WOE Prem an entire nation, and for other 
purpoſes ſeveral diſtintt and perfect ſovercignties—Perpetual peace 
among ourſelves; à complete participation of privileges through all 
the ſtates,” and above. all ſafety from abroad, were perhaps the ſtrong 
motives Which induced America to. unite under one government. 
All objects which are general in their nature, which 3ntereft all Ame- 
rica, which are connected with the general ſafety; all externatobjefts 
can only be obtained by che co · operation of the whole, and thetefore 
the powers neceſſary for their attaigment would be naturally veſted 
in the government of the whole. The vaſt maſs of local and interior 
regulation can be moſt beneficially attended to by the ſtate ſoyes 
reiguties, and therefore the government of the union is, and ought 
to be excluded from participating in their formation. 
When we examine the ſituation. of the U. States, and the objeas 
for which its government muſt neceſſarily have been formed, the ind 
is trrefiſtably led to the demarcation of a plain line of ob. 
tween the general and particular ſovereignties. Since the general and 
ſtate governments equally repreſent the people, and are alike depen- 
dent on them for their origin and their continuance, and are alike 
accountable to them for their miſcondutt, thoſe powers which are 
eſſential to our happineſs. and protection, may, with equal ſafety, as 
to their abuſe, be truſted to the one or to the other. It is therefore 
rational to ſuppoſe, that they are placed where they can be exerciſed 
woſt beneficially, and that they are given to that government which 
is deſtined to effect the particular objet for Which thoſe powers are 
calculated. This obvious principle . to have actuated thoſe Who 
framed. our conftitutions; the powers of peace, war and commer 
of external intercourſe in all its variety of forms, of calling out an 
directing the force and wealth of the nation, are placed in the general _ 
government: they are rightly. placed, becauſe to that government 
we look fox protection from enemies of every denomination, 15 
mes 10 theſe objefts, America is one nation, and therefors. 


ide ftate governments are reſtrained from interfering with theſe great 
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de cts of ſovereignty; The power of protecting the nation from the. 
intrigues and conſpiracies of dangerous aliens who he have intros. 

duced themlelves into the boſom of our country, ſeems, to be of the 
claſs with thoſe neceſſarily delegated to the general government: 
| ſecurity to the union from their wicked machinations, cannot other- 
wiſe be enſured, and this ſecurity is eſſential to the common good. 
The means of obtaining intelligence. of their plots: are in poſſeſſion 
only of the general government, nor can any one ſtate do more than 
expel them from its territory; their right of readence is not unfre- 


1 r 2447 og in treat ies, and treaties can only be formed or. 
Aiſlolved by the general government. If in the at of removing them; 
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| | unjuſtifiable injuries be committed, reparation is demandable by the 


ſovereign of their nation. 


This reparation is demandable not from the Rate, but from the 
"United States” government. All America is therefore intereſted in 
the manner in whieb this power ſhall be exerciſed, and would 
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- Eonſequently chooſe to place it in hands which all America contrals, © > 
In conformity then with the general theory of our government, 
the power of protecting us from the conſpiracies of aliens ſhould bs 
a ſſociated in the ſame hands with the force of the nation «nd the ge. 
.-peral power of protection from hoſtility of every kind. Vet it is 
admitted, that if in the format ion of our cotrſtifgion's ds hen ar. SES 
8 gement is made, that arrangement, however inconvenient, muſt | 
area obeyed till conſtitutionally change. 1 
It behoves us, howevery, to fatisfy "ourſelves vompletely on this 
The government of the United States is indubitably limited as ts 
4 Is objetts, however it may be as to the means of obtaining theſe ob- 
Jekts. It poſſeſſes only delegated powers, and it is proper to enquire 
whether the power now under conſideration be delegated or not. 
| Ix is neceſfary, in'purſuing this enquiry, to bear in mind that we are 
.. inveſtigating a conſtitution which muſt unavoidably be reſtricted in * 
various points to general expteſſions, making the great outlines.of = ö! 
JOY ard not a law Which is capable of deſcending to every mi- 
. . ͤ 7 473 HW nnn 
If we cohſtrue the former by rules ſtrictly applicable to the latter, 
the power of fortifying our ports and harbours might well he quef= 
__ tioned; nor could the utility of the clauſe authorifing Congrels't 
. mike all laws neceſſary and proper for carrying into execution at 
owets veſted by the conſtitution in the government of the United 
States, or in ny department or officer thereof, be readily pointed out. 
It would be cheulfe too to a ſſigu a reaſon for omitting; in the tsth 
amendment to our conftitution, which is evidently copied from the 
td article of the ancient confederation; the very material Word ea. 
2 That article of the ancient confederation, and the *#mends 
nent of our conſtitution, were de ſigned as a plain and explicit d- 
miſſion of the principle, that the powers not delegated are retamed, . | 
In the confederation all powers not expteſsly delegated; are retrinedy S 
but in the amendment this very operative word is wiſely omitted. 
| Ini reviewing then our conſtitution, to decide on the powers veſted 
For general purpoſes, in our general government, we inuſt exumine 
the whole paper, we muſt examine it Far, but liberally, 10 5 4 
Congreſs has power * to declare war; grant lettets of marque and 
„ repriſal; and make rulet conderhing captures on land and” water. 
To make repriſais is a power diſtin@'from, and Wien not unfre- 
23 precedes war; as x btanck of this power, thoſe membets of 
ongreſs who are decided in their declarations against the Hen law, 
united in 1794 in ſupport of the bill for ſequeſtering Britiſh pro- 
perty. But repriſals may be made on the perſont as Wels the ro 
ty of aliens; and as: ſequeſtration is the exerciſe," in an inferior 


Y degree, of the general power of repriſal on property, ſo may the « 
removal of aliens be conſidered as the exerciſe,” in an inferior degree, * 
öf the general power of reprifal on perſons. If the whole power of © 


_ repriſal be delegated, the particular degree or mannet in which it man 
be exerciſed, is a queſtion of particular diſcretion; and/nve'ofcanſti-  _ 


. 


tational authorn y,, | 
Congreſs bas power * to define and puniſh piracies and felonies,” 
committed on the high ſeas," and offences agginft the law of nations.” 
By the law of nations, or by particular treaty,” an alien acquires 2 


— re p * — e. | | 5 
right of reſidence" in a country at peace with his o²n, and it is an 
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ty offence againſt that law to becotis dangero is to the peace and jafety, 
dr to be concerned in any-treafonable or. ſecret * os againſt 


the government of the country in which he teſides. Theſe offences 
Congreſs may both dene and bun. ene denn 
*,- _. Congrels may call forth the militia, to Ne inſurroctions and 
pet ende and further, ( the United States ſhall,guarantee 
to every ſtate in the unjon, republican form of government, and 


« 
- 
. 


r . 1 a 
8 y this latter et . Karte as intended than merely 
cd repel. invaſlions..; Invaſion actually mate. is to be repelled, and for 
* that purpoſe the militia ma be called out. But coagrels.is to do more 
than merely to repel the actual, invaſion. This power hauing been 
granted by the 8th. ſectionof the füirſt artiele, the,conTitution an the 
* ath ſection of the fourth article, gives the additional power, and 
3 akes it the dutv of Congreſs 19. protect each ſtate againſt' invakon. - 
= Po protec againſt an evil, includes the right of taking roper.and 
= IS me Cary ſteps for its prevention, Of theſe proper and neceſſary 
ſteps, the government poſſeſſed of the power malt judge. To $1 5 
to,depart from our territory. the individuals of a nation from whom, 
invaſon was.apprehended,; is moſt obviouſly a*meaſure- of, precaution 
ciated by pruvenge and warranted by juſtice. It appears then to 
be fairly, deducible, from the theory of the conſtitution, and froma 
correct view of its particular parts, that the power of proteRing the 
American commonwealth again ſt dangerous aliens, whether diſperſ; 
a interior of our countty, or embodied in arms againſt us, 
is an, exiſting efficient power placed like all others neceſſary for the 
I common ſafety, in the only hands. which can bring it into complete 
; Ain eme nab gn Yoni SP n 
—_— ks exercile of this power is ſuppoſed to have been ſuſpended 
„ Wa, year 1803, by the gt ſection off the 1ſt article of che con- 
LS RMttulione 444 *, A al 
* The . ** the migration. or importation of ſuch. perſons as 
Namn of che Hates, Now exiſting ſhall think proper to admit, ſhall 
IIC ĩ² al.. prigy tp 1s. bl“ 
tax or duty, may be imppſed on ſuch importation, not exceeding 
ten, dollars for each per ſon.““ enen TY; Sanne : 
„This is obviouſly deligned as an exception to ſome given power. 
It would be extravagantly abſurd to reſtraig until the year 1806, be 
| exerpiſc.ofa power which could nobbeexerciledatierthatyear. What: = 
e zn is ſuſpended by e n recited, was conſidered as 
an exiſting ching on Which the ſuſpended clauſe could party It 
38. the importation and migration of ſuch perſons/as any of the {ates 
_UHey.exihing hould think proper to admit. But for this clauſe,” 
chen, itwould be in the power of cangreſs to pro! oye the migration, 
lies inte the United States. It Will not be.caly.to, find in the, 
* eonſtyution,agrantof power competent to forbid their entry, which. 
ie nat equhally competent to forbid. their continuance in our country. 
HB But while this clauſe furmſhes; a, ſtrong argument in favor of the; 
'} * # general power of Congrels over the ſubjekt, it is neceſſary to ſhew, 
that the exception — general power which it n does not 


* 
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Þ de modify it as to expole us te the machigstions of aliens, who, in A 
} dur betem, 8 be conſpiring our deſtruktio nnn 41 5 
I Tofotbid indiſcriminately theadmillion of certain glaſſes of perſous, 


and to order individuals of thoſe clafſes to depart when they become 
dangerous, ars certainly two diltinQ acts, which may be performed 


* 


This cannot be queſtioned- but it is ſaid that the power of ordering { 
pected aliens to leave our country may be ſo uſed as to deſtroy ſubſtan- 
tially. the power of tolerating their migration; and it is granted that it 


may be ſo uſed, but the poſſibility of abuſing a principle is never ſup- 
oſed to be a correct argument againft its uſe. That the milit ia may be 

Look in the field throughout the year is no argument againſt the power * 

of training them, nor can it be admitted that the poſſibility of extracting 
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ſeparately; and which do not neceffarily anterfere with 3 5 5 | 
„ 


* . 
* 


the laſt ſhilling from the purſe of every individual, is a ſufficient ob- 


jection to the exiſtence of the power of taxation. The right of ordering 


aliens to depart from the United States is confined to thoſe who are 


deemed dangerous; and ſuch a conſtruction of the law as would ſubſtan- 


tially deprive the ſtates of the benefits reſulting from the migration of 


ſuch perſons as they might think proper to admit, would be a perverſion, 


and not an execution of it. ; | | "of 

It may alſo be ſaid ith reſpect to Virginia, that ſhe has not choſen 
to admit the migration of ſuch perſons as the alien law. enjoins to de- 
part. No law-of this ſtate authoriſes the migration into it of perſons of 
the delegiption comprehended in the act of the United States: on the 


— 
o 


oO 8 


= 


"contrary, our laws expreſsly authoriſe the executive to apprehend and 


ſecure, or compel to depart this commonwealth, all ſuſpicious perſons, 
being the ſubje&s of any foreign powet or ſtate, from whom the pre- 
ſident of the Vatted, States ſhall apprehend hoſtile deſigns againſt the ſaid 
ſtates If then the power of ordering certain perſons to depart is to be 
connected with that of admitting their migration, the ſtate of Virginia 


does not admit, but excludes from her territory all thoſe who are con- 


templated by thealien law, 


cutive and judiciary powers in the Preſident of the United States. 
Loegiſlat ion is the #1 


- galy.. This w is allo objefted to, becauſe it unites. legiſlative, Exe + 


of making or giving laws; Congreſs therefore in 


making this law, performed the part of the legiſlature, nor is there any 


thing legiſlative in the execution of it. If indeed Congreſs by itſelf, r 


perhaps by commiſſioners appointed by itſelf, had executed the law, 
the charge would have worn ſome ſemblance of truth; but the commiſſion 


of the execution of this law to the Hen charged by the conſtitution 
the union, is certainly in itſelf un- 


with the execution of all the laws o 
exceptionable, Nor does this act transfer to the Preſident pewers ke- 


longing properly to the 3 It does not involve a deciſion that 


its object has committed a crime. It is a meaſure of general ſafety, in 


its nature political and not forenſic, the execution of which is properly 
truſted to the department which repreſents the nation in all its anterior 


relations—Every. law, in its execution, requires ſome judgment, but 


= 


the execution of the law is not on that account judicial. 


- 4th. This act deprives the alien of his right of trial by jury, To this 
extraordinary allegation, it has again and again been anſwered, that this _ 


is a' meaſure of preventive and not of puniſhing juſtice, Who would 


* 


require that a jury ſhould be impannelled, in order to decide whether - , 
2 nation had or had not cauſe to ſuſpe& a particular alien of dangerous 


deſigns againſt its peace? who would require that the Preſident ſhould 
unfold to juries throughout the United States all the intelligence he may 


have received, perhaps from perſons within the reach of thoſe employ- _ 


ing the aliens, and which eſtabliſhes in his mind the reality of the danger 
to 


e apprehended, Certainly a veſted right is to be taken from no in- 
dividual without a ſolemn eee right of remaining in our coupe. , | 
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etry is veſted in no alien; he enters and remains by the courteſy of the ſovs 
= reign power, and that 3 may at pleaſure be withdrawn. That Vir- 
gin conſiders the two laſt obj | 
n act on the ſame ſubject. By the ad ſection of the fixty-ſecond chapter 
pf our laws, it is enacted, that | 
nor, with che advice of the council of ſtate; to apprehend and ſecure, or 
e cauſe tobe apprehended and ſecured, or compelled to depart this common« 
wealth, all ſuſpicious perſons, being the ſubjects of any foreign power or 
4 ſtate who ſhall have made a declaration of war, oraftually commenced hoſ- 
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ections groundleſs, is demonſtrated by her 


it ſhall and may be law ful for the Gover- 


« tilities againſt the ſaid ſtates; or from whom the Preſident of the United 


4 States ſhall e hoſtile deſigns againſt the faid ſtates ; provided 


ein formation thereof ſhall have been previouſly received by the executive 
© from him. And in all ſuch caſes the Governor, with the advice of the 


% gouncil of ſtate, ſhall, and he is hereby empowered to fend for the perſon 


* and papers of any foreigner within this ſtate, in order to obtain ſuch in- 


. formation as he may judge'neceſſary)” 


It the alien law of the United States be an union of legiſlative,e xecutive 
and judiciary powers, fo is that of Virginia: if one i unconſtitutional by 
depriving an alien of trial by jury, ſo is the other. This is a queſtion en- 
tirely ſeparated from the powers ef the different governments; becauſe the 
proviſtons of the one conſtitution, are in theſe reſpetts as explicit as thoſe 
of the other. This act of our legiſlature was not paſſed haſtily or inconſi- 


derately— It was originally enacted in 1783 under the auſpices of ſome of 


the moſt zealous oppoſers of powers of the act of Congreſs—It was reviſed, 
correfted,' and reported by the judges and others appointed to collate and 
"digeſt all the laws of the ſtate, Tt was then re- enacted in 1392. 5 
Never, during this inveſtigation and re-inveſtigation, did it occur to 4 
firigle individual, that to order an alien to depart the commonwealth, firſt - 
under the ſuggeition of Congreſs under the old confederation, and after- 
wards on the ſuggeſtion of the Preſident under our improved conſtitution, 
united legiſlative, executive and judicial powers, or deprived an alien of 4 
trial to which he was entitled; viz, trial by jury. | r 
That this meaſure ſhould originally have been ſuggeſted as neceſſary for 
national ſafety, that it ſhould have been preſerved through a long courſe 
of reflection, that it ſhould be deemed free from the obe dien of uniting 
the powers of different departments in the executive, as alſo of deprivin 
fer from his reſidence without a trial by jury, and yet that it ſhould 
for the fame cauſes produce a ferment in ſome ſtates, as ſoon as the prin- 
ciple was adopted by Congreſs, might warrant reflections which we will 
Te es to expreſs. | . ea | 
The act entitled © An act in addition to the aft entituled an act for the 


1 puniſhment of certain crimes againſt the United States,“ and which is 


commonly called the Sedition Law, ſubjects to a fine not exceeding two 
thouſand dollars, and to impriſonment not exceeding two years, any perſon 
who ſhall write, print, utter or publifh, or cauſe or procure tobe written, 
printed, uttered or publiſhed, any falſe, ſcandalous, malicious writing or 
writings àgainſt the government of the United States, or either houſe of 


. Congreſs of the United States, or the Preſident of the United States, with 


intent to defame the faid government, or either houſe of Congreſs, or the 
ſaid Prefident, or to bring them, or either of them, into contempt or dif. 
repute, or toexcite againſt them, or either or any of them, the hatred of the 


© oh 4 6d people of the United States, or to ſtir up ſedition within the United 
States, or to exciteany unlawful combinations therein for oppoſing or re- 


fiſking any law of the United States, or 270 c of the Preſident of the 
United States, done in purſuance of ſuch a law, or of the powers in him 


* veſted by the conſtitution of the United States, or to reſiſt; oppoſe or de- 
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veſted in the government, 1 


a 
s i - 
* | * 


41 25 
feat any ſuch law or act; or to aid, encourage or abet any hoſtile deſigns, 


of any. foreign nation, qe the United States, their people or governs. 
ment; the regs accuſ. 
the proof of 


is to be tried by jury, and may give in evidencę 
the matter contained in the libel, Kar Ge torn 

. To conſtitute the crime, the writing muſt be falſe, ſcandalous and mali 
rag} ep the intent muſt be to effect ſome. one of the ill purpoſes deſcribe 
in the act. WY | 4 ie 7 rt 
To contend that there does not exiſt a power to puniſh. writings coming 
within the deſcription of this law, would be to aflert the inability. of our 
nation to preſerve its own peace, and to protect themſelves from the attempts 
df wicked citizens, who incapable of quiet themſelves, axe inceſſantly em: 
ployed in deviſing means to diſturb the public repoſe, | | 


_ » Government 15, inſtituted and preſerved for the general happineſs and {afey 


ty; the people therefore are intereſted in ita preſervation, and have a right 
o adopt meaſures for its ſecurity, as well againſt ſecret plots as open. hoſtility, 
at government cannot be thus ſecured, if, by.falſchogd and malicious flan- 
der, it is to be deprived of the confidence and affection of the people, It is in 
vain to urge that truth will prevail, and that flander, when detetted, recoils 
on the calumniator, The experience of the world, and our own experience; 
prove that a continued courſe of defamation will at length ſully the faireſt re- 


putation, and will throw ſuſpicion on the pureſt conduct. ATT IPs ju the 


calumnies of the faious and diſcontented may not poiſon the minds of a ma- 
ority of the Citizens, yet they will infe& a very conffderable number, and 
prompt them to deeds deftruQive of the public peace, and dangerous to the 


general ſafety, This the people havea right to prevent; and therefore, in all 


the nations of the earth, where preſſes ate known, ſome corre@iye of their 
licentiouſnefs- has been W 1 indiſpenſible. But it is contended, that 
though this may be theoretically true, Tuch is the peculiar trufture of our go- 
vernment, that this power has either never been confided to, or has been with« 


drawn from the legiſlature of the union. We will examine theſe poſitions, 


The power of making all laws which ſhall be neceſſary and ptoper for carryin 
into execution all powers veſted by the conftijution in the government of th 
United States, or in any department or officer thereof, is hy the concluding 
clauſe of the eighth ſection of the firſt article, expreſsly delegated to Congreſs, 
This clauſeis admitted to authoriſe Congreſs to paſs any att for the puniſhment 
of thoſe who would reſiſt the execution of the la w, becauſe ſuch an act would 
be inconteſtably neceſſary and proper for carrying into execution the powers 
i it authoriſes the puniſhment of actual refiſts 
ance, does it not alſo authoriſe the puniſhment of thoſe acts which are criminal 
in themſelves, and which obviouſly lead to and prepare reſiſtance ; Would 
it not be ſtrange, if, for the purpoſe of executing the legitimate powers of the 


government, a clauſe like that which has been cited ſhould be ſo conſtru 


as to permit the paſſage of laws puniſhing open reſiſtance, and yet to forbi 
the pallage of laws puniſhing alta which conſtitute the germ from which re · 
ſiſtance {prings> That the government muſt look on, and ſee preparations 
for reſiſtance Which it ſhall be unable to control, until they hall break out 
in open force? This would bean unreaſonable and improvident conſtruction 
of the article under conſideration, That continued calumnies againſt the go- 
vernment have this tendency, is der g aſt rated by 1 experience. 
They will, if unreſtrained, produce in any fociety, convulſions, which, i 
not totally deſtructive of, will yet be very injurious to its proſperity; anc 
welfare, It is not to be believed that the people of the weſtern: payts of 
Pennſylvania could have been deluded into that un provoked and wanton in- 
ſurrection, which called forth the militia of the neighbouring ſtates, if they 
had not been at the ſame time irritated and ſeduced, by calumnies nt Which 
certain preſſes incellantly teemed, into the opinion chat the people of Ametics, 
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nia ſtead of ſupporting their government and their laws, would join in their | 
y . . Tubverſfion, Thoſe calumnies then, tended to prevent the execution of the £ 
= laws of the union, and ſuch ſeems to be their obvious and neceſſary tendency. 
il To publiſh malicious calumnies againſt an individual with an intent to de- | 
| "Fame him, is a wrong on the part of the calumnistor, and an injury to the 
individual, for which the laws afford redreſs. To write or print theſe ca- 
Jumnies is ſuch an aggravation of the crime, asto conſtitute an offence againſt 
the government, and the author of the libel is ſubje@ to the additional puniſh. 
ment which may be inflicted under an indidtment. To publiſh malicious ca- 
| Jumnics againſt government itſelf, is a wrong on the part of the calumniator, 
and an injury to alt thoſe who have an intereſt in the government. 
.. Thoſe who have this intereſt and have ſuſtained the injury, have, the na- 
| ' Raby right to an adequate remedy. The Pre of the United States have a 
- Common intereſt in their government, and ſuſtain” in common the injury  - 
which affefts that government. The people of the United States therefore 
Have a right to the remedy for that injury, zud are ſubſtantially the party + 
=  fſecking redreſs. By the ud ſection of the third article of the conſtitution, the 
_ = 5 power of the United States is extended to controverſies to which the 

Þ# nited States ſhall be a party; and by the ſame article it is extended to all caſes 

ina law and equity ariſing under the conſtitution, the laws of the United States 
| and treaties made or which ſhall be made under their authority. What are 
- eaſes ariſing under the conſtitution, as contradiftinguiſhed from thoſe which 
_ - ariſe under the laws made purſuant thereof? They muſt be caſes triable by a 
rule which exiſts W et. d of any af of the legiſlature of the union. That 
rule is the common or unwritten law which pervades all America, ard which 
declaring libels againſt government to be a puniſhable offence, applies itſelf 
to, and protects any government which the will of the people may eſtabliſh, 
Ki The judicial power of the United States, then, being extended to the puniſh- 
ment of libels againſt the government, as a common law offence, ariſing under 
+4 the conſtitution which creates the government, the general clauſe gives to the 

N Shag of the union the right to make ſuch laws as mall give that power 
That ſuch was the contemporaneous con ſtruſtion of the conſtiturion, is ob- 

i vious from one of the. amendments which have been made to it. The gd 
WW amendment, which declares that Congreſs ſhall make no law abridging the 
F  Jiberty of che preſs, is a general conſtruction made by all America on the ori- 
_ ginal-ioſtrument, admitting its application to the ſubje&: It would have been 
IF  . certainly unneceſſary thus to have modified the legiſlative powets of Congreſs 
[3 - concerning the preſs, if the power itſelf does not exiſt. 5 
3 But although the original conſtitution may be ſuppoſed to have enabled the 
government to defend itfelf againſt falſe aud malicious libels, endangering tho 
| peace, and threatening the tranquillity of the American people, yet is is con- 

tended the gd amendment to that inſtrument, has deprived it of this power. 

The amendment is in'theſe words. ** Congreſs ſhall make no law reſpe&- 
ing an eſtabliſhment of religion, or prohibiting the free exerciſe thereof, 
* or abridging'the freedom of ſpeech, or of the preſs.” 3 iy, 
In a ſolemn. infirument, as is a conſtitution, words ate well weighed and 

conſidered, before they are adopted. A remarkable diverſity ef expreſſion is 
not uſed, unleſs it be deſigned to manifeſt a difference of intention. Con- 
grels 18 prohibited from making any law reſpeRting © religious eſtabliſhment, 

ut not from making any law reſpetting the preſs. When the power of Con- 
grels relative to the preſs'is to be limited, the word reſhedting is dropt, and 
Congreſs is only reſtrained from paſſing any law abridging its liberty, This 
difference of expreſſion with reſpe& to religion and the preſs, manifeſts a dif- 
ference of intention with reſpe& to the power of the nationab legiſlature over 
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thoſe ſubjets, both in II perſon who drew, and in thoſe who adopted this 
amendment. 
All abridgment of the freedom. of the preſs is. forbidden, but it is only an 
adtidgment of 'that freedom which is forbidden. It becomes then neceſſary, 
; in ordef10 determine whether the act in queſtion be unconſtitutional or not, 
| to'inquire whether it does in fat anxziDcE the freedom of the preis. £ 
The act is believed not to have that operation, for two A 
_ 1ſt A puniſhment of the licentiouineſs is not conlidered as 2 reſtriction 
of the freedom of the preſs. 
2. The act complained of does not puri any 0 not before puniſh» 
able; nor does it inflitt a more ſevere penalty than that to which the ſame wrt 
* was before liable. 
Af by freedom of the preſs is meant a ke exemption from all pu- 
: er ment for whatever may be publiſhed, that freedom never has, and moſt 
probably never will, exiſt, It is known to all, that the perſon who writes 
or publiſhes. a libel, may be both ſued and indicted, and muſt beat the pe- 
8 which the judgment of his country inflicts upon him. It is alſo known 
to all that the perſon h ſhall libet the government of the ſtate, is for that 
offence puniſhable in the like manner. Yet this liability to puniſhment for 
flaaderous and malicious publications, has never been conſidered as detracting 
from the liberty of the preſs. In fact the liberty of the preſs is a term which 
has u defigite and appropriate figatfication, completely underſtood. I: ſignifies 
a liberty to publiſh, free from previous'reſtiaint, any thing and every thing 
at the diſcretion of the printer only, but not the liberiy of ſpreading wi h im- 
punity falſe and ſcandalous flanders, which may deſtroy the peace, and man- 
gle the reputation, of an individual or of a commupity, | 
It this definition of the term he correct, and it is preſumed that i its l 
nels is not to be queſtioned, then a law puniſhing vhe authors and publiſhers 
of falſe, malicious and ſcandalous Adele can be no attack on the libeny of the 


2 — the act complained 1 is no i of the liberty of the preſs, for 
another reaſon, = 
d. It does not puniſh any writing not before puniſhable, nor does it in- 
fli& a heavier penalty than the ſame writing was before liable to, | 
No man will deny, that at common law, the author and publiſher of a falſe, 
een and malicious libel againſt the government or an individual, were 
| ſubject to fine and impriſonment, at the diſcretion of the judge. Nor will it 
5 be denied, that previous to our revolution, the common 1 was the law of 
the land throughout the United States, . 
Wo believe it to be a principle inconteſtibly true, that a 5 of governs Ne 
ment does not diſſol ve obligations previoully created, does not aunihilate ex- 
iſting-laws, and diſſolve the bonds of ſocieiy; but that a people paſling from 
one form of government to another, retain in full force all their municipal in- 
Kitutions, not neceſſarily changed by the change of government. If this be 
tfue, then the common law continued to be the law of the land after the re- 
volution, and was of complete obligation even before the-aft of our aſſembly 
for its adoption. Whetker fimilar acts have been paſſed by the legiſlatures of 
es or not, it is certain that in every ſtate the common law. is ee : 
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is, whether the duQtrines of the common law ate applicable 10 
lidels again the goveinment of the Uuited States, as well as to libels 
sgeinſt the gavernments of the particular ſtates. For ſuch a diſtinction 
there ſeems to be no ſufficient reaſon. It is not 10 a magiſtrate of this or that 
deſcription that the rules of the common law apply, That he is a magiſtrate, | 
that he is cJoathed with the 8 of the laws, that he i is invelled with 
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ive wer by the people, is a ſufficient title to the proteRion of the common law, 
government of the United States is for certain purpoſes as entirely the 
government of each ſtate, choſen by the people thereof, and cloathed with 
their authority, as the government of each particular ſtate is the government 


of every ſub-diviſion of that ſtate ; aud no ſatisfactory reaſon has been here 


iofore aligned why a general rule common to all, and puniſhing generally 


te malicious calumniators of magiſtrates, ſhould not be as applicable to ma- 
giſtrates choſen for the Whole, as thoſe choſen for-its different paris. 


If then it were even true that the puniſhment of the printer of malicious 
falſchoods affected the liberty of the preſs, yet the act does not abridge that li- 
berty; ſince it does not ſubſtitute a harſher or ſeverer rule of puniſhment than 
that which before exiſted, _ | 1 e r vn 1 
On points ſo extremely intereſting, a differenee of opinion will be enter- 
tained, On ſuch occaſions all parties muſt be expected to maintain their real 


opinions, but to maintain them with moderation and with decency. The 


will of the majority muſt prevail, or the republican principle is abandoned, 


and tbe nation is deſtroyed,” If upon every conſtitutional queſtion Which 


preſents itſelf, or on every queſtion we chooſe to term conſtitutional, the 
conſtructions of the majority {hall be forcibly oppoſed, and hoſtility to the 
government excited throughout the nation, there is an end of our domeſtic 
peace, and we may for ever bid adieu to our repreſentative government, 


The legiſlature of Virginia has itſelf. paſſed more than one unconſtitutional 


law, but they have not been paſſed with an intention to violate the conſtitus 
tion. On being decided to be unconſtitutional by the legitimate authority, 
they have been permitted to fall. Had the judges deemed them,conſtitutionah, | 
they would have been maintained; The Lins check, nor is it a leſs efficient 


one, exiſts in the government of the Union, The judges of the United States 
are as independent as the judges of the ſtate of Virginia, nor is there any roa« 


fon to believe them leſs wiſe and leſs virtuous} Ii is their province and their 
duty to conſtrue the conſtitution and the laws, and it caanot be doubted, but 
that they will perform this duty faithfully and truly. They will perform it 
un warped by political debate, uninfluenced by party zeal. Let us in the 
me-n time feek a repeal of any acts we may diſapprove, by mcans authorized 
by out happy conſtitution; but let us not endeavour to diſſeminate among out 
fellow citizens the moſt deadly hating againſt the government of their own 
creation, againſt the government, on the preſervation of which we firmly be- 
lieve the peace and liberty of America to depend, becauſe in ſome reipetts its 
judgment has diflered trom our own. 6 : 2  ojG 
Various other points are noticed in the addteſs alike calculated to excite your. 
reſentment,” and provoke your reſiſtance. Seriouſly do we regret the exe 


pre ſſion of ſuch ſentiments by a body ſo reſpeRable. - 


. * * 


At a ume When all ought to unite in repelling every evidence of the nite 


iſtence of diviſion in the United States, on which diviſion our enemy calcu- 


lates, and with her knowledge of which has had the preſumption to upbraid us, 
it cannot but inflidt a deep wound in the American mind to find the common - 
wealth of Virginia; exhibiting through her legiſlature, irreſiſtable teſtimony 


of the degrading charge; nor will the embittexing reflection be {of.ened by 


the declaration of a deier mination to repel a foreign 1avaſion, which is occa- 
fionally interſperſed in thoſe proceedings, Hatred to government is unapt to 
beget « difpoiuion io unite in its defence, and mate probably would project 
other ſchemes, coupling defence from invaſion, with change of political ) 
tem. The teſult of which. might be union with the invader, for the purpoſe 
uf accompliſhing a delectable reform. Unfortunately for the hu nan race, ſuch 
:oalitiens have happened, and upfortynately far the American people, another 
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ju ſtance af like conduct may be afforded. Exhortations to diſregatd foreign | 


danger under pretence of oppoſing domeſtie uſurpation, is an artifice which 
has often been uſed to divide and ruin republican governments. Switzerland 
has lately afforded a fatal proof of this melancholy truth, and may Heaven 
avert the hke fate from 1s, 9%, NY A 
One other fertile topic of complaint againſt the general government, we | 
muſt notice; its fiſcal arrangements, and increaſing exper Cccs. f 4] 
In conſidering this {ubje&, always recolleQ that our revolutionary war left 
the nation with a heavy debt, (the price of its independence,) and bereft of 
the means of diſcharging it. | . . 3 
When an individual, or nation, cannot pay the principal of an honeſt debt, 
and can pay the intereſt, every fair motive commands the principal to be ſo ; 
cared, and the intereſt to be punRaally paid. ) Obedience to this honeſt in- 
junction produced the funded debt of the Unxited States; and although we 
pretend not to ſay that ſome mode more conſonant to the American character, 
might not have been adopted, producing the ſame end, yet we do afſert that 
the mode adopted was the zeſult of muchſssof, ch inveſtigaton; and 
that it received the conflitutional ſanction. From This we infer that acqui- 
Efcence in, and ſupport of the ſyſtem, is the proper conduct of every good 
Citizen, | | | | | 
Added to this iginal debt, has been the vaſt expence of deſending Ken · 
tucky and the wee frontiers from the Indian enemy, and the eſtabliſhment 
of government in the north and ſouth-weſtern territory, OR EET FE) 
At preſent, the defence of the United States claims money, and their de- 
fence cannot by tell conſiderably the public demends.— The flake is our oH 
aud to fave his all, who would begrudge a part ? 1 
But we derive great conſolation in reminding ourſelves. of the following 
fafts; That our reſources are vaſt, are annually ancrealing, are managed with 
ability, and diſburſed with integrity; that they are applied to promote the 
people's good, and ihe people's good only, conſonant to their intention, and 
* their choſen ſervants: That the choice of our functionaties recurs as uſual, 
when the faithful ſervant will receive his reward, and the unfaithful be or- 
dered to depart; That we ate great, powerful and independent nation—and / 
that the ſafeiy and happineſs of ſuch a people cannot be promoted without 
proportionate ſupplies of their money: That the weight of taxation in the con- 
greflional ſyſtem falls almoſtentirely on the 11ch : That the capacity to payriſes in 
proportion to our ſecurity from abroad, and our tranquillity at home; that the 
a eee ue of peace is, as it has been, our N wes to prevent the 
terruption of which, our government has ably and perieveringly ſtruggled ; 
en, in defiance of al by endeavors, impends over our ba 1 od th | 
. avert its calamity, we muſt be prepared to meet it like men. | 
Continuing to confide in our government; continuing to regard union as 
the rock of our political ſalvstion, and the conſtitution as the mean of its pre- 
ſervation; continuing to prefer a ſtate of peace without diſhonor, we will not 
turn from the perils of war, with a degraded name; but, like our fathers, wilt 
be ready to riſque life and fortune; expecting from the timely exertious of our 
government, to be enabled to meet any, and every enemy, on equal terms. 


Extract from the Fournal of the Houſe of Delegates, Friday, Jan. 4, 1799. | 


The houſe, according to the order of the day, reſolyed itſelf into a committee of the whole 
houſe on the ſtate of the commonwealth, and aſter ſame time ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker re- 
ſumed the chair, and Mr. Breckenridge reported, that the committee of the whole houſe had, 
according to order, had the fame under confideration,. and had, come io ſevetal re ſolutiong 
thereupon, which he read in his place, and then delivered in at the clerk's table, where he 
lame wett again read; andare as follows 1 | 8 | 
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Reſolved, That che General Aſſembly of Virginja will. co-opergte with the authorities 

ED of the United States, in maintaining the independence, union, and conſtitution thereof, again 
che hoſtlities or intrigues of all foreign powers whatfoeverg, and that, altheugh differences +. 
 opiazon do exiſt, in relatien-to internal and domeſtic meatures; yet a Charge that there id a 
EI 79a ty in this, commonwealth, under che influence of apy foreign power, is unfounded and ca- 
umnious. | | ; 
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Reſolved, That the General Aſfembly de, and will: al ways behold with indignation, depre- 
dations on dur commerce; infults on our citizens ; impreſſments of out ſeamgn; or any other 
injuries committed on the people or-governmeat of the United States by foreign nations. : 
- Reſolved nevertheleſs, l hat our 8 trom invaſion, and the force of our militia, render 
a ſtanding army unneccflary;, that vw poli x of the Upited States, forbids a war of aggrefſi on 
that our whole reliznace-ought Se and rhere fore, that while we will repel in 
 vaſion at every hazard, we ſhall deen gad degrecatä the evils of war for any other caufe. | 
\ » Reſolved, Thats copy of the Tore Ye ſolutions Feit to each of the ſenators and repre- 
ſentetives of this Rate in Congress. | 3 8 
Ine ſaid refoluvons deing gad a ſecond time, a motion was made, and the queſtion bei 
* to amend ihe ſame gr ing out trem the word“ Reſolved,” in the firſt line, and ine 
* ſeriing in Heu cel ing words. * Re -— 
Ps © + Refoived, Thitthe Pete the United States, in ſending to the French republic three 
ess wg ee . ven ed winkt hg moſt ample powers, and trug ed tg ule eyery e Hart for 
TTT. —— $61. 2, 9rithed. a fngareidifpobthan wy... 
, 8 pre ſecve to our country | dleſſings ot peace. "oh 1 8 r bo. 
Þ That the humiliating treatment and final rejection of theſeenvoys, by the Fresch Republie, 
- was a groſs infration of the laws aud uſages of nations, and a Marked indigaity to the governs. 
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ent and people of the ſe ſtates. 2 o 1 ; d 
That the Tequifition-'of a loan of money, as the preliminary to negoczation,, was a peculiar 
ravation of inſult, and deciſive proof of hoſtility of ſentiment,” and Mat a compliance with 
uck a requiſition wobld have been 4 puſillanimdus ſurrender of out national 1 
+ That the decree the French councils, ſubjeQting to capture und conde nation, neutral 
veſſels laden is %hele or in part with the productions or many ſactures of Creat- Britain, is an 
intringement of the rights of neutral nations, and tends in a particular magget to wound the 
intereſt and happineſs of theſe ſlates, Profeſſions of amity from a nation whith yreſervegfluen 
a law ta ſuil operation, are fallacious and ivfulting® * . ay Hs" Wl x 
bat whatever our ſeatments, may be, 2s to the One of particular act of our own 
government, our character is miſtaken by thoſe nations wao fippoſe that we will not be united 
in reſenting the infidieus machinations, and repelling the open keſtilities of any foreign 
government, ; 15 | 4} 
That we will, at the hazard of our fortunes and lives, remain what we are, a free, united 
and independent people: "That we will at all times, viadicate our national honor and rights 
- againſt any country which may invade them; andthat we will cheertully co-operate in ſuch. 
conſtitutional meaſures of defence, as may be deemed necgſfary by the-councils of the unien. 
* It paſſed in the negative; the queſtion being taken by yeas and nays as follow: 1 
I? - YEaS—Meſirs Bailey, Ware, Andrew Anderſon, Porterfeld, Poage, White, Otey, Log- 
+, wood, Tate, Baker, Breckenridge, [ohn Miller, M'Guire, Moorman, *pencer, Harriſon, Her- 
bert, M' Gill, Wolfe, Bynam, Rieves, Mordecai Cooke,” John Mathews, Cavendith, Royal, 
' * Snyder, King, Fiſher, Simons, Godwyo, Tazewell, Young, Richard Corbin, Thomas Lewis, 
"Merris, Wallace, Pollard, Powell, Clapham, Cowan, Neilſon, Evans, Ingles, 3 Tay lors 
 Watkin, Weed, Clarke, Devi, Cutetan. Cronge K. Taylor, Brocke, Robinn, Ellegsed, 
N Copy ee 0 Ve. ten, Davis, Choice Legit, Bios e e ee ee Lee, a 
gertora, Brattey, Vrope, Crocket, 4 rie Nane. "A 
NOES—Meflirs, Cabell, Nicholas, Walker, Chaffia, Giles, Fletcher, «Ruffin, Bolling: 
William Allen, Colweil, Perrow, John Taylor, Buckner, Bedford, Tyler, Cheatham, Themas 
A. Taylor, Hatcher, Daniel, Roberts, Shackleford, Peterſon, Goodwyn, Booker, Weſtwood, 
Webb, Jennings, Horner, Haden, Payne, Greer, Benjamin Cooke, Hall, Pleafants, Heath : 
Miller, Jones, M*Kinzie, Houſon, Starke, 'Thomplon, Jackſon, Prunty, Selden, Martin, 
edd, James Johnſon, John Allen, Gregory, Shearman, Joſeph Carter, Callis, Meriwether, 
Chadwell, Cocke, Francis Eppes, Hudgins, Litchfield, Roebuck, Hill, Scott, Butt. James 
Mathews, Willis Riddick, jeſiah Riddick, Semple, , Hurſt, Claugbton, Dupuy,, M'Kaialey, 
Barbour, Wright, Mofeiy, Woodſon, Purnail, Peter Johnſton, Pope, Rentfro, William Carter, 
Hadden, Barnes, Glaſſceck, Caruthers, Andrew Alexander, Cockrell, Browning, Gaiewoed, 
Dulaney, Mercer, Stannard, Nat. Fox, John Fox, Maſon, Cary, Burnham, Meek, Shield, 
Fouſhee, Newten—97. 9 f 
And then the queſtien being put that the houſe U agree with the committee of the whole 
houſe in the reſolutions as reported. This queſtion was alſo taken by yeas and nays, and car- 
ried, 103 to 58; the affirmanives on the former queſtion being the negatives on this; with this 
variation only, Meſſrs. Logweed, Moreman, Spender, Herbert, Tazewell, Ellegood and Hun- 
gerford, who voted in the affirmative of the former queſtion, were in the affirmative on this alſo 
and Mefrs, Merris, Nelſon, and James Taylor, wo were prefent and voted in the afficmative- 
an the laſt queſtion, were abſent on this. | 
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